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“The Bee Hive is an emblem of industry and recommends the practice of that virtue to all created beings, etc.” 

 
 

“ 

.”  

By failing to pre-

pare, you are pre-

paring to fail. 

What is behind the Veil? 

It cost how much? I said “Just plain Joe,”  

http://www.ushistory.org/franklin/quotable/quote21.htm
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/b/benjaminfr138217.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/b/benjaminfr138217.html
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/b/benjaminfr138217.html
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The MASONIC REFLECTION CORNER  

by RW Andy Gregoire PM 

I recently received an E-Mail from our Past Grand Master Carl Willi, that I thought would make a great 

reflections corner article, You know when I think about it, I finally realized what it means to be the “Old 

Geezer!” 
 

One evening a grandson was talking to his grandmother about current events.  The grandson asked his grandmother 
what she thought about the shootings at schools, the computer age, and  just things in general.  
 
The Grandmother replied, "Well, let me think a minute,  
 
I was born before: 

 

 television  penicillin  polio shots  frozen foods  Xerox  contact lenses  Frisbees and  the pill  
 
There were no: 

 

 credit cards  laser beams or  ball-point pens  
 
Man had not yet invented: 

 

 pantyhose  air conditioners  dishwashers  clothes dryers  and the clothes were hung out to dry in the fresh air and 

 man hadn't yet walked on the moon 

 

 
 

Your Grandfather and I got married first, and then lived together. Every family had a father and a mother.  

 

Until I was 25, I called every man older than me, "Sir."  

 

And after I turned 25, I still called policemen and every man ,with a title, "Sir."  

 

We were before gay-rights, computer-dating, dual careers, daycare centers, and group therapy.  

 

Our lives were governed by the Ten Commandments, good judgment, and common sense.  

 

 

Continued top of Pg 3…………………... 
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Reflections Continued from pg 2…….. 
We were taught to know the difference between right and wrong and to stand up and take responsibility for our actions. 
Serving your country was a privilege; living in this country was a bigger privilege.  
 
We thought fast food was what people ate during Lent. having a meaningful relationship meant getting along with  your 
cousins. Draft dodgers were those who closed front doors as the evening breeze started.  

 
Time-sharing meant time the family spent together in the evenings and weekends — not purchasing condominiums. 
 
We never heard of FM radios, tape decks, CD's, electric typewriters, yogurt, or guys wearing earrings.  
 
We listened to Big Bands, Jack Benny, and the President's speeches on our radios and If you saw anything with 'Made in Ja-
pan ' on it, it was junk. 
 
The term 'making out' referred to how you did on your school exam.  
 
Pizza Hut, McDonald's, and instant coffee were unheard of. We had 5 &10-cent (5 and dime) stores where you could actually 
buy things for 5 and 10 cents. Ice-cream cones, phone calls, rides on a streetcar, and a Pepsi were all a nickel.  
 
And if you didn't want to splurge, you could spend your nickel on enough stamps to mail 1 letter and 2 postcards.  

 
You could buy a new Ford Coupe for $600, but who could afford one? Too bad, 
because gas was 11 cents a gallon.  
 
In my day: 

 

 "grass" was mowed,  "coke" was a cold drink,  "pot" was something 
your mother cooked in and  

 "rock music" was your grandmother's lullaby.  "Aids" were helpers in the Prin-

cipal's office,  "chip" meant a piece of wood,  "hardware" was found in a hard-
ware store and "software" wasn't even a word. 
 

 

We were the last generation to actually believe that a lady needed a husband to have a baby and we volunteered to protect 
our precious country. No wonder people call us "old and confused" and say there is a generation gap.  
 
How old do you think I am?  Answer is on the bottom of Pg 14 in red! 
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"The Pledge of Allegiance" -  

by Senator John McCain  
 

As you may know, I spent five and one half years as a prisoner of war 

during the Vietnam War. In the early years of our imprisonment, the NVA 

kept us in solitary confinement or two or three to a cell. In 1971 the NVA moved us from these condi-

tions of isolation into large rooms with as many as 30 to 40 men to a room.  

 

This was, as you can imagine, a wonderful change and was a direct result of the efforts of millions of 

Americans on behalf of a few hundred POWs 10,000 miles from home.  

 

One of the men who moved into my room was a young man named Mike Christian. 

 

Mike came from a small town near Selma , Alabama He didn't wear a pair of shoes until he was 13 

years old. At 17, he enlisted in the US Navy. He later earned a commission by going to Officer Train-

ing School Then he became a Naval Flight Officer and was shot down and capture d in 1967. Mike had 

a keen and deep appreciation of the opportunities this country and our military provide for people 

who want to work and want to succeed.  

 

As part of the change in treatment, the Vietnamese allowed some prisoners to receive packages from 

home. In some of these packages were handkerchiefs, scarves and other items of clothing. 

 

Mike got himself a bamboo needle. Over a period of a couple of months, he created an American flag 

and sewed on the inside of his shirt. 

 

Every afternoon, before we had a bowl of soup, we would hang Mike's shirt on the wall of the cell and 

say the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

I know the Pledge of Allegiance may not seem the most important part of our day now, but I can as-

sure you that in that stark cell it was indeed the most important and meaningful event. 

 

One day the Vietnamese searched our cell, as they did periodically, and discovered Mike's shirt with 

the flag sewn inside, and removed it. 

 

That evening they returned, opened the door of the cell, and for the benefit of all of us, beat Mike 

Christian severely for the next couple of hours, then they opened the door of the cell and threw him 

in. We cleaned him up as well as we could. 

 

Continued on top of Pg 5…………….. 
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Continued from Pg 4………………….. 

 

The cell in which we lived had a concrete slab in the middle on which we slept, four naked light bulbs 

hung in each corner of the room. 

As I said, we tried to clean up Mike as well as we could. After the excitement died down, I looked in 

the corner of the room, and sitting there beneath that dim light bulb with a piece of red cloth, another 

shirt and his bamboo needle, was my friend, Mike Christian. He was sitting there with his eyes almost 

shut from the beating he had received, making another American flag. He was not making the flag be-

cause it made Mike Christian feel better. He was making that flag because he knew how important it 

was to us to be able to Pledge our allegiance to our flag and country.  

 

So the next time you say the Pledge of Allegiance, you must never forget the sacrifice and courage 

that thousands of Americans have made to build our nation and promote freedom around the world 

 

You must remember our duty, our honor, and our country 

 

"I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America and to the republic for which it stands, 

one nation under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all."  

 

 

“Above all things let us never forget that mankind constitutes one 

great brotherhood; all born to encounter suffering and sorrow, and 

therefore bound to sympathize with each other.” --Albert Pike 



Travels with Andy 

Worshipful Bros Dale Neismith & Richard Energren 



The burning of the Gaspee 

From left to right, Right Worshipful Larry Thienel, PM, 

& Associate Grand Chaplain, & Lodge Musical Direc-

tor and Right Worshipful Andy Gregoire, PM, & Grand 

Chaplain and Lodge Secretary, will be traveling to 

Washington DC for the Supreme Council’s Annual 

meeting of the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite . Both 

of our brothers have been nominated and elected to 

receive the 33º. 

Behind the veil, was none other then our Most 

Worshipful Past Grand Master Bro. Steven E. 

Smith, (2007)whose portrait was painted by our 

most esteemed brother Right Worshipful Harley 

Bartlett, PM,  and presented to the lodge for  

hanging in our Past Grand Master’s Gallery. 

Steve’s picture joins Most Worshipful Kenneth W. 

Jencks, Past Grand Master 1976. 

The lodge’s chicken BBQ 
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Where is the worshipful 

master? It’s like finding 

Waldo! 
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Brother Alexander “Red” Krueger 

Entered the Celestial Lodge on 

June 11, 2013 

“Well done good and faithful servant – 

Enter thou into the joy of  the Lord.” 
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Live Every Day As If It's Your Last 
(An excerpt from Finish Strong by Dan Green) 

 
After a two year battle with cancer, teenager Miles Levin, unfortunately lost his fight. However, during his final 
years, he achieved a level of self-awareness, courage and wisdom that most of us will never reach. Miles chose to 
post his observations on a carepages.com blog and through his writings he inspired thousands of people. He wrote 
with amazing grace and eloquence. Some of his posts were short: 
 
"Dying is not what scares me. It's dying having no impact." 

 
Some were long and philosophical. But each post served a significant purpose in that it 
challenged a reader to think more deeply about life, death, and making a difference. 
Through his expressions Miles left this world a better place than he came into it. Here's 
what Miles said just one month after being diagnosed with terminal cancer: 
 
"I went to the driving range the other day and I was thinking. I was thinking how you 
start out with a big bucket full of golf balls, and you just start hitting away carelessly. 
You have dozens of them, each individual ball means nothing to you so just hit, hit, hit. 
One ball gone is practically inconsequential when subtracted from your bottomless 
bucket. There are no practice swings or technique re-evaluations after a bad shot, be-

cause so many more tries remain. Yet eventually you start to have to reach down towards the bottom of the bucket 
to scavenge for another shot and you realize that tries are running out. Now with just a handful left, each swing 
becomes more meaningful. The right technique becomes more crucial, so between each shot you take a couple 
practice swings and a few deep breaths. There is a very strong need to end on a good note, even if every preceding 
shot was terrible, getting it right at the end means a lot. You know as you tee up your last ball…’This is my final 
shot. I want to crush this with perfection. I must make this count.' Limited quantities or limited time brings a new, 
precious value and significance to anything you do. Live every day shooting as if it's your last shot, I know I have 
to." 
 

Quote of the Week 
Time is the coin of your life. It is the only coin you have, 

and only you can determine how it will be spent. 
Be careful lest you let other people spend it for you. 

                                                                                                           Carl Sandburg)  
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Hot off  the Press 

Our Senior Warden and His lovely Wife, 

October is coming FAST! 

The BBQ Master de Maison, 

Bro. Acello and Bro. Becker 

The Frampton family, selling tickets 

for the BIG RAFFLE at the BBQ! 

Rev. Michael has a new zipper! 
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In God We Trust  
 

  
From Treasury Department records it appears that the first suggestion that God be recognized on 
U.S. coinage can be traced to a letter addressed to the Secretary of Treasury from a minister in 
1861. An Act of Congress, approved on April 11, 1864, authorized the coinage of two-cent coins 
upon which the motto first appeared. 
 
The motto was omitted from the new gold coins issued in 1907, causing a storm of public criticism. 
As a result, legislation passed in May 1908 made "In God We Trust" mandatory on all coins on 
which it had previously appeared. 
 
Legislation approved July 11, 1955, made the appearance of "In God We Trust" mandatory on all 
coins and paper currency of the United States. By Act of July 30, 1956, "In God We Trust" became 
the national motto of the United States. 
Several years ago, the appearance of "In God We Trust" on our money was challenged in the fed-
eral courts. The challenge was rejected by the lower federal courts, and the Supreme Court of the 
United States declined to review the case. 

In God We Trust 

Tempest  

Fugit 

 Momento 

Mori…….. 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.marshu.com/articles/images-website/articles/presidents-on-coins/quarter-coin-head.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.marshu.com/articles/presidents-on-us-united-states-coins.php&h=492&w=500&sz=76&tbnid=I4OkH4GREI8XgM:&tbnh
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The "Friend to Friend Masonic Memorial" is a Gettysburg Battlefield monument depicting the "Armistead-Bingham incident" after 
Pickett's Charge in which Union Army Captain Henry H. Bingham assisted mortally-wounded Confederate Brigadier General Lewis Addi-
son Armistead, both Freemasons.  Although Armistead's sword was captured and later returned in 1906, Armistead entrusted other per-
sonal effects (e.g., a pocket watch) with Bingham after Armistead was shot twice.  En route to the Spangler Farm field hospital where he died 
2 days later, Armistead briefly met Winfield Scott Hancock, a Freemason brother and close Federal colleague from before the war. 

The Lewis A. Armistead marker was placed at the high water mark of the Confederacy in 1887, and "Gettysburg" (1993 film) dramatized 
the meeting (also at the location where Armistead fell): "Tell General Hancock for me that I have done him and you all an injury which I shall 
regret the longest day I live." 

On August 21 1993 the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania dedicated the “Friend to Friend Masonic Memorial” at Gettysburg, PA. 

The sculpture depicts Bingham at the side of Armistead and has a plaque on the reverse with information regarding the dedication: "This 
monument is presented by the Right Worshipful Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of Pennsylvania and dedicated as a memorial 
to the Freemasons of the Union and the Confederacy. Their unique bonds of friendship enabled them to remain a brotherhood undivided, 
even as they fought in a divided nation, faithfully supporting the respective governments under which they lived." 
The initial record that documented this memorial's depiction had been written by 1870 when James Walker painted "The Repulse of 
Longstreet's Assault at the Battle of Gettysburg" with "Armistead, mortally wounded, is seated on the grass, and is in the act of giving his 
watch and spurs to his friend, Captain Bingham." 

Lewis Armistead is buried next to his uncle, Lieutenant Colonel George Armistead, at the Old Saint Paul's Cemetery in Baltimore, Mary-
land. 
 

http://www.bessel.org/gettysbg.htm
http://www.masonicworld.com/education/files/jun03/friend_to_friend_masonic_memoria.htm
http://www.thewidowssoncigar.com/resources/Walker_J_Battle.jpg
http://www.thewidowssoncigar.com/resources/Walker_J_Battle.jpg
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Remember those Masonic virtues, 
Brotherly Love, Relief and Truth 

WE are on the WEB 
Lafayettelodge47.wordpress.com 

 

Thomas Jefferson 

 

 

 

“ No man is entitled to the blessings of freedom unless he be 
vigilant in its preservation.” 
 
 

Please Note From The Publisher:  
All Bee-Hive publications may contain copyrighted material, written or graphic, the use of 

which has not always been specifically authorized by the copyright owner. In accord with 

our nonprofit mission, and noting that the Bee-Hive is freely distributed in Masonic cir-

cles, we are making such material available for educational purposes to advance under-

standing of political, human, religious, and social issues as they relate to Masonic context.  

This publisher believes this constitutes a 'fair use' of any such copyrighted material as 

provided in Section 107 of the US Copyright Law.  

Reflections Answer:  This woman would be only 61 years old. She would have been born in late 1952. 

 

GIVES YOU SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT! 


